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Fercy House SGhool,High Street,Deal,Englund,Sept 12th,1898.

Mrs.Ellen G. White,

Cooranbong, New ESouth Wsles,Anstralia,
Dear Sister White:- .

- For several months I have been loo&ing for ‘a letier from
you, but remembering what an amouht of writing you have to do,I have known
that there was a good reason for my wot hearing from you. Feeling sure,
however, that you would like to know how the work is prospering in this
country,I thomght I would take a little {ime to write you concerning it.

I hardly know where to begin,but I think I will tell you first of our
general meetings. For the first time in the history of the work in Great
Eritadn we have made the effort to bring the believers together and to have
s genulne general meeting. We decided to have one in Ireland and one in
England this season. The one for Ireland was held in Belfast June 24 to
July 3 and was attended by Eld. Waggoner and myself. At that time there
were 75 or 80 sabbath-keepers in Ireland and fully three fourths of them mm
were at the mesting. The Lord gave us much blessing and all were greatly
encouraged and strengtdhened and encouraged. Several very fine people(one
fanily quite vealthy), who became interested in the truth during the meeting,
have since fully identified themselves with ki it,and the work there has
taken a fresh start. If we only had the right kind of labourers to send to
that field,we should see a much greater work accomplished.

Immediately after the Belfast meeting Eld. Wagzoner and I went to Ham-
‘burg to attend the first session of the European Union Conference. A good
propertion of the time was given to Bible study and we received much light
from the word.

The general meeting for England was held at Bath July 29 to August 7.
During the six weeks just previous to this time nearly every church and com-
pany was visited,in addition to all the other effort which had been put
forth to get the people out to the meeting. The Lord favoured us in every
way. We had a beautiful place for pitching the large tent in which the
meetings were held, just in the edge of the town,and there were railway
excursions from various places which seemed to be planned with reference to
our gathering. Then the Lord moved upon the hearts of & good number t.0
assist those who otherwise would not have been able to come,and ve iere
very thankful to see over three hundred at the first meeting. This number
was increased to over three hundred and tenty-five. But it was not simply
for the number in attendance that we were thankful. We had a most excellent
meeting from beginning to end. The Lord’s presence was continually with us
and the light from his word shomne out clearly. There was also & good
attendance from the town and many heard the trath for the first time. Those
in attendance took apartments in various places in the town,instead of
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living in tents,and thus by personal contact with the people we were able

to talk of the truth and get them to the meestings. We lived with some very
nice people and they became deeply interested,attending the meetings and
talking with us about the truth. We shall hépe to follow it up in some way
with them. I sentiyon last week & copy of our monﬂhly psper;The‘Missionsry
Worker,which will give you a full report of the meeting and some other
{tems of interest about the work here. You will see from that report that
we have formed ourselves into & conference ﬁe that it was decided t o have
& general meeting each year after this.

In addition to our usual methods of reaching the people,we have taken
up & new line this Summer. It secmed to us that while the people w=re at
the sea-side,with more leisure and no church of their own to hold them, it
would bs & good plan to go to them with the gospel mssage,so we made ar-
rangemznts to come to this place,which 1s one of the numerous resorts-on
the south coast. Our party consists of Eld.Waggoner am his family; Bro. and
Sistzr Champness;my sister and her daughter (her daughter is the onz who was
with us in Australia);Ern. Washburn,Meredith,and harris;and my own femily.
¥e took a large house,which i3 used for & private school,vwhere we could all
live together and provide for ourselves, thus saving expense,and ws have the
school room for uses as & meéting room. We have a portable organ,a special
portable street light,and a portable platform. A male quartette assists ib
the singing and I play & cornet. We select the best available places, vhere
there are the most people,light our lamp,and then begin singing. Sometimes
it takes & little time to gather a congregation but at other times we may
hwve a hundred people about us before we have finished the first hymn. Ve
have no set form of service but leave it all open for singing or speaking
or praying,as any one may be led. Our congregations have numbered from one
hundred to four and possibly five hundred, and what has been most encouragin
to us is that instead of being simply & moving throng, some of wvhom might.
stop for & few minutes,a large proportion of our largest congregations have
remained almost throughout the meeting, which would coniinue for an hour and
a half and sometimes ewen longer. The Lord has blessed in these meetings in
a most marked manner. We have had cases of conversions right at the meeting
of which we have known,and we have heard of many who have been blessed.
When we first came hers the people were & little shy of us,and some who
knew that we were sabbath-keepers were especially wary of us,but now those
same persons are very friendly,come to our meetings regularly,ani ¢ xpress
regret that oumr mission is to close so soon. Yesterday afternoon one of
these leading families invited us to their home for & Bible reading and we
bad a good time with them. I cannot tell you of the many ways in which we
have seen the Lord’s working, but we are so thoroughly convinced that this
is a profitable way in which to spend the summer months,aside from our
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general meetings and following them up, that we ar{already planning to visit
several places in this same way nex:i sceason,if thiéLord spares us Lo tbke
work, The people here are already abking us if webhall not come here again
anokher season.
I do not know wheiher you will recall a convepation which I had with

you at the Hobart camp-meseting with reference to ¢en air vorks 1 ‘b&de &
deep impression upon my mind and I have thought ofit and spoken of it many
times since. You said: I have seen our brethren spaking to large congregh-
tions in halls,in tents,and in the open air;and Iﬁo not think that we shall

leave all the open air vwork to the Salvation Army. This is certainly bei ng

~ fulfilled here. I might say however that our meetings are Very different in
character from those conducted by the S8alvation Amy and the people recog-
nize this difference. In fact 3some who have had mch successful experience
in such work say that these afe the most successfil open air meetings which
they have seem for years. We know that this is all of the Lord and vwe Lake
no credkt to ourszlves. We came here with much fesr and trembling,not know-
ing what sori of an z Xpsrience w2 should have,and yzi «ish a confidence that
the Lord was leading us,and he has worked in a remarkables way. Besides our

ordinary and private worship,we have made it & practice to have a special
season of prayer bsfore going out to pach meeting,and we have realized that
+he Lord has heard and answerz2d our praysrs for hz1lp and guidance. We azxe’
sure that our experience here will have a marked effect upon our work inm
+he future. We are now planning to go to Bwansea,a good town in Wales, the
first of October,withthe same force and there {o combine open air work and
hall work. We think that this can be done for anothe month,if the weather
is as favourable for it as last year. I might add that we have held open
air mzetings in thz ¥arious varis of Loddon during = arly the whole of the
pr:s-n% Summer and thal our other companizs are beginning to do the same,

I have been glad to hecar of the sueccess of ths work in Ausiralia during
the past season and ofien felt as though I would like to be wilh you again
in the work, It mezms=d ¢ olus thait the me=tings ai Stanmores and Balaclava
were abundanily succ:zssf & Thz camp-mzeiings szem to bs the besi way to
reach the pesople ithere,butl
cannot depznd upon the wazathzr from day to day. It has been vonderfully in
ouf favor hare,ho.ever,and we have held a meeting every z vening except omne.

I should be glad to have & letter from you when you may have the time to
vrite,and should bes glad to hear furthzr from ths work thzre.

Plzase give our kind regards to all the friznds.

+te elimaic here mak:s it unfavourable,as we

T ———— — — Yours in Christian love,
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